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TELEGRAM TO ROOSEVELT

[The draft of Tagore’s telegram to President Franklin D. Roosevelt on the fall of
Paris during World War Il]

Today, WE STAND in awe before the fearfully destructive force that has so
suddenly swept the world. Every moment | deplore the smallness of our means
and the feebleness of our voice in India so utterly inadequate to stem in the
least, the tide of evil that has menaced the permanence of civilization.

All our individual problems of politics to-day have merged into one
supreme world politics which, | believe, is seeking the help of the United States
of America as the last refuge of the spiritual man, and these few lines of mine
merely convey my hope, even if unnecessary, that she will not fail in her
mission to stand against this universal disaster that appears so imminent.

June 1940
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